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O hebetudo & duritia cordis humaui, quod ſolum Preſentia meditatur, 
S Futura 101 mags previdet! a Kempis, Lib. i. Ch. xxili. 


Aan din hc curaturi ſums? Cic. ad Att. Lib. xii. Ep. xit. 
"1 believe the Reſurrection of the Body, 4 


aud the Life everlaſting. 


Apoſt. Creed. 
1 look for the Reſurrection 6% the Dead, and the Life of the 
W orid to come. | | Nicene Creed; 
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TO THE 
MOST REVEREND 

T HM E | 

Lord Archbiſhop of CanTERBURyY, 

PRIMATE of ll ENG LAND, aud 


METROPOLITAN, 


7 1 E Gr: 3 of the Subject of the following 
Diſcourſe muſt alone bear me out in my Pre- 
=: ſumption of placing your Grace's great Name 
| at the Head of it. Kings and Emperors arc only 
Great, as they are mortally-mmortal, And only 
wie as they take Lan into Conſideration, and 
are influenced by the Weight of it. And What, my 
Lord, I am ſure you would not cenſure in your 


cternal State, I flatter myſelf I may be caſy, what 
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11 DE DIT TON. 

may be your Crace's Sentiments of 1 it, in your 7e:- 
poral Capacity. And therefore it is not without a 
decent Boldneſs that I appear before you on this 
Occaſion, and lay the enſuing Diſcourſe, mean as 
it is, and unworthy any other Patronage but my 
own, molt humbly at your Grace's Feet. 

--—- An Occaſion, however, I had, perhaps, 
never been ſenfible of, and a Subject I had never 
indulged my Thoughts ſo much upon, had I not 
retained and carried about with me the divine Influ- 


ence I have often, of old, been animated with | 
from your moſt ſupertative Man mer of Preaching, 


Your D i/courſe, in particular, « On. our Conver/a- 
% tion in Heaven,” will be my Entertainment in 


Heaven itſelf, when I queſtion not I ſhall find that 


State, as you repreſented it, it, as I am comparing both 
together in the full Enjoy ment of it, whilſt Jam con- 


Gm to myſelf of having 3 it by following 
the Rules and Encouragements for that purpoſe bo 
livered therein---r 8 with a Spirit that 
tcemed to be in poſſeſſion of the Joy they led to --- 
The true Chriſtian Elequence”'---and which by 


a natural Aſſimulation, could not fail to make the 


Impreſſion irrefiſtible, where there was ever ſo little 
opening of the Heart of the Hearer to receive it. 


The Truth i is, Jam ſo much in love with the 


Subject of the enſuingDiſcourſe, andhaveſomuchCom- 
paſſion toſec an Heir of fo GREAT an INHERITAN CIE 
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DEDICATION, - ai 
ſo little affected with any proportionate Senſe of the 
Diſtinction of it (as is the Caſe with or ChriſtianWorld 
almoſt univerſally as far as I know it) That I was 
willing it ſhould have a//the Weight given it I could 
"ofſibly procure.---The tellingthe Worlditis a Subject 


your Grace delights in beyond all the Grandeur 
you are 1n poſſeſſion of---That your preſent high 


Station is nothing to you, but as it affords you 
Means of di Ainguiſbing yourſelf to all Eternity, 
and that it was not without the greateſt Reluctance 
you acquieſced in taking it upon you, as you would 


have thereby fewer Opportunities, and leſs Leiſure 


to cultivate the Contemplation of the glorions and 
everlaſting Inheritance referred to, y PP 2 e-hand, 
05 Perhaps, in your own private Mind be ex- 
poſed to more hazard in obtaining it---is Credit 
given to my Diſcour/e, and no Flattery towards 
your Grace, becauſe every one who has the Honour 
to know you, knows it to be preſumptiy cly or ab- 


ſolutely true. | 


My Lok, 

I am at a loſs to tay, Whether it is greater 
Folly not to be perſuaded of 4 future eternal Exijt- 
ence, on the Evidence we have for it, or greater 
Madneſs where it is acknowledged, not to be cap- 
tivated with the Thoughts of it, ſo as almoſt to 
think of nothing elſe, Put wich great Indiffer ence, 

any 


i D. E D LC ATI O N. 

any further than Duzy ſhall require, and the 71/g 70 
Ghry recommend it. The Evidence for a future State 
of Being for human Nature is fo ſtrong, from the na- 
tural Light and hereditary Prepoſſeſſion of it in the 


Minds of Men, that I am above Meaſure ſurprized 


that Mankind, in general, have not in all Ages 
taken it more effectually into their Thoughts, and 
enjoyed it, by Anticipation, as their greateſt Good, 


and as they are apt to do every inferior Sort of Hap- 


pinels, in proſpect, before-hand, e'er they arrive at 
it. But when I think on che Neglect of this in 
the Chriſtium Church, and its prefer ring the en- 
gaging itſelf, in all Ages, in Diſputes and Conten- 
tions about Opinions in abſtruſe Matters (of no 
Conſequente to have cleared up at all, if our Reli- 


gion be got truc and purpolcly left obſcure be- 


cauſe of little or none to 4 to have clear Apprehen- 
Hons of, if it be) inſtead of opening, one and all, in the 
Cry of eternal Life before them, and preparing them- 


lv with the utmoſt Cireumſpection for the Enjoy- 


ment of it I cannot ſufficiently expreſs my Admi- 
ration. There are wo Parts plainly to me in our 


Salvation from the Grave---Gop's Part and Ours. 
 Chrif's Part therein is of God's Appointment, and 
one Part of his Plan in reverſing our Attainder. 
Ours is“ receiving his Authority, and acting under 


it, as his Diſciples and Followers in the happy Ex- 


pectation of it. And who can refuſe the doing the 


One, 
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DE DI CATI ON. V 

One, or being the Other, that have ever given En- 
tertainment in their Minds to the Holineſs of his 
Precepts; or what it is to be enzizled to a Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, and the Enjoyment of eter- 
nal Life, in Company with the glorious Sa of 


| the inviſible Z/orld ? + Life and Immortality, or 


immortal Lite beſtowed on Mankind, from the good 
Pleaſure of God, through CHRIS, on Repentance 
after Tranſgr cſſion, no leſs than on the moſt per- 
te& Obedience, Bad we continued in it, withoret 
Him, were the glad Tidings publiſhed by Christ 
and his Apoſtles. And it is expreſly told us, That 


e raiſing up Fe -ſus again, as the Forerunner of our 


own Reſurrection, was the fulfilling g the Promiſes 
made to the Fathers--Thar Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and 
that he ſhould be the Firſt That ſhould riſe from the 


| | Dead, and ſbould ſhew Light unto the People, and 


6 ths Gentiles,---and That as in Adam al? die, o 
in Chriſt hall all be made alive---with multitude of 
other Paſſages of like Import. And the i Chri- 
ſtians receiving Chriſtianity on this footing, ſaw it 
in ſo ſtrong a Light, that as Minutius Felix oblcryes, 
** They talked of it with that Aſſurance as if they 


were already RISEN,---And what has it been owing 


to, That the lame glad Tidings have not had the 


1 RE What Proof need there be for ſo pleaſing a Deluſion, if 


it be one, what Evidence can be greater than that which a conſiderate 
Mind has for the Truth of it? 


ame 
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lame happy Effect on the Minds of Chriftions in all 
ſucceeding Ages, but to the literary Attention paid 
io ſo many impertinent and vain Schemings of the 
human Mind in our holy RENgiOn 7 Like the Di 
in the Table, Chriſtians, from the early Ages of 
the Church, ave facrihced the Srh/tance to the 
Shadow. And Pride of Opinion among humble Chri- 
ſtian Divines has done more Miſchief in the @b7i/H;a7 


(bunch than all the carnal Prideof Princes puttogether | 


inthe open IL orld. Thus Chriflianity has been made 
to NET FY in Vo Body knows what, inſtead of the Plæin 
Promiſe That runs "through the whole Records of 


it, of eternal Life, (by the Will of God, Through 


C 8 T, in a Senſe To for a Reaſon vn 0 


:/o1f only,) To Theſe who believing in him, by 


0 en Commmance in well-doing, ſhalt. ſeek for 


. 


We are; by the ſame preſumptuous Means, 
wanlfe our Attention is diverted into my ſteriou 


cannot omit entring 8 a Paſſage, the learned Reader may find. 
in the original, writ in GRoT1us's Vote for the Peace of the Church— 
3 0 the Rizhteonſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to us, as if we had per 
formed it all; and of Faith, whoſe Office it is to embrace tha: 
Righteouſneſs ſo imputed, there is not one Word in the ſacred Let- 
ders. 


Dead ; and therefore, thoſe Things to be true which he brought us 
in God's, Name, either by Way of Precept or Promiſe. Mean 
while *tis true, that God for g them, who are purged from Viccs, 
their former Crimes, and that he a9! h tor Chriſt his Sake— 


CONC ccale d 


„ 


That Faith which is ſo much commended is this, whereby 
we believe Chriſt to have ſuffered, died, and riſen again from the 
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DEDICATION. * 
CONCEAL led Channels, abridged of the higheſt En- 


joyment to be had even in this Life, which moſt 
certainly conſiſts in cultivating thi comfortable 


Hope, not to fay, Aſſurance, in a degree, of a 


bleſſed Immortality. Nothing pays any Man for 
living in this W orld, nor was cver deſigned to do 
ſo. It is ſomet hing to come that mult do it. The 
moſt ſucceſsful Purſuits of Avarice, Ambition, or 


ſenſual Pleaſure, fail in the Reward. And fo does 


no leſs the Variety of Diſſipations lo much invogue, in 
our Age, tor both Sexes, refine them ever fo much; 


they leave an Emptineſs in the Mind, which 8 


thing in Tine, or belonging to it, can fill up.---It 


mult be Self-c -acquaintance and Eternity alone that 
can do 1t. 


Nor is there any thing at W furprizing in the 


Donation, Promiſe, or Expectation of it for human 
Nature. There is infinitely more Room in the 
Univez e, the great Houſe of Gop, than is yet 


ſtocked with Inhabitants. Gop may ſpend 2 whole 


Eternity in Creation, and yet find in Infinitude Place 
to put his Creatures in. And why ſhould not ſome 
of thoſe ſpacious Apartments be for the more com- 
modious Dwelling of ſuch of the human Race as 
ſhall render themſelves, under Chrift, worthy © 

them by a right Uſe of their preſent Jer to 
Being, as well as by any other Species of Creatures ? 


And why ſhould there not be Vur/erizs, firſt, and 
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afterwards, Plantations-0zzz of thriving Plants, and 


thoſe that are not fo thrown aſide, of rational Crea- 


tures made by Gop, as well as of the vegetable 
World made by Man? This ſeems highly analogous, 
There is nothing more ſurprizing in this than there 
ought to be at our preſent Mode of Exiſlence. My 
preſent Exiſtence is to me a greater 1V, ovelty than 
can conceive any future Yariation of it can poſſi- 
bly be. I come zew, out of Mothing, into Being, 
hereafter, J ſhall hae it varied from what it now is. 
— / of Biel of theſe two Conditions requires greater 
Power in the High Cavss? which moſt ſurprize in 


the Subject of Bork ?--- And this would appear fo 


to every thinking Perſon, would we allow ourſelves 


to look a little at what we poſſeſs by virtue of our 
Being, before we immerſed ourſelves in the U/e of 


+ pa and were not apt to take a T hing to be of 


Courſe, from the gradual Manner in which we be- 
come ſenſible of it, inſtead of viewing it by itſclt 
in its native and primæval Movelly. 


I humbly drop this here, 3 I do believe 


that a latent Apprchenſion 0 its being ſomething 


more extraordinary, too extraordinary for even God 


to do himſelf, to remove us hence, and bring us 


back again into Vew Heavens, * a Mero Earth, 
weakens often the Aſſurance, and ſometimes even 
gets the better in many ſerious Peoples Minds, of all 
che ſuperlative Evidence for it. 


I am 
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DEDICATION. ix 
I am of Opinion, my Lord, there is very little 
ol Infidelity in the World; but a Sort of negative 


Belief of a Hereafter, through Incogitancy, Care- 


leſſneſs, or wrong random Thought, I'do believe is 
very prevalent. 1 do not call that Infidelity that is 
downright {gn07rance and Stupidity. For a Man to 
be an Infidel with any Credit or Character, he muſt 
be a ſtudious ſerious Perlon. The beſt: of Men 
may be miſtaken in their rational Deductions, We 
are made /iable to Error in the moſt intereſting as 


well as the moſt trifling Occaſions. And no Man 


can command or account for another's Underſtand- 
ing. — But if either Infide/ or Believer will not 


make uſe of his rational Faculties, dererminately, 


they are either what they pretend to be, otherwiſe, a 
than in Name only. 

Mam is only w hat he hin tows himſelf; 1s only 
2 Angels and all created Beings of the moſt 
ſaßerlative as well as of the lee Intellectuality. 
If we think of Mot hing, or of nothing but Triftes, 
we are /Vothing, or but Triflers, If ſenſual Plea- 
ſures engroſs our Thoughts we are eee It a 
Spirit of Malice, Hatred and Oppreſſion, reigns 
within us, we are Devils. If the Great Things of 
Mature, Duty and Expeclatiom, occupy our Re- 


flection, we mult be Great too. 


b 2 : dt 


X DE DIC AT IVO N. 

The End of the following Di/cour/e, my Lord, 
is to encreaſe this Greatneſs, and to make it more 
in Togze than it is at preſent. --- That the Splendor 
of a Ridotio (or an Aſjermbly) may put a fre 
Chriſtin Lady in mind of the Groxy of the 


Heavenly-JERUSALEM, and of the Rottenneſs of 


all meer human Enjoyments at the ſame Time. 
And that the prezty Gentleman, and even vulrar 
Man of our Age, may think of ſomething elſe 


than what they ſeemingly make their uſual Occupa- 
tion, --- © may be led to value themſelves on their 


Title to Immortality.” And when once this gets 
pofſeſſion of their Thoughts, we {hall ſoon ſee the 


happy Fruits of it. For who will not chuſe to 
live for Eternity, when once they have poſſeſſed 
their Minds with their Title to it? --- Who will 
not be for anticipating their Joy in poſſeſſing it, by 
that which alone can give 1it---a Lite of Virtue and 


Holineſs ? CID 
Tf any Thing ever reclaims our World from that 
moſt miſerable Condition under which it labours, 


as to all Senſe of the proper Dignity of human 


Nature, or if we ſet about cultivating the Arts 


, Peace, recommended to us from the Throne, 


to any Purpoſe, on its being through divine Favour, 
and his Majeſty's royal Wiſdom returned to us, it 


mult be by /awering the Credit and Eſtimation of the 


Honours, 


DE D 1ECATEIO NN, X1 


' Honours, Riches, and unworthy Pleaſures of the 


preſent tranſitory Scene, and opening to our View 
the more ſolid and durable Satisfactions of 
Futurity. 5 5 

There is nothing diſturbs the Order of the 


Mord like to the Diſparity of Condition of human 


Mature in it. --- But of what Account is any 
temporary Duration of Circumſtance of any Sort 
to mortally-immortal Beings, to whom Heaven 


and eternal Happineſs ſhall egually lie open? For, 


if in the ige Proſperity, and /owe/7 Adveriity,l can 
alike become entitled to a happy Eternity --- any 


Difference of Condition in ever ſo large a Portion of 


temporary Continuance, much more in 92 momen- 
tary Space, muſt be what the Mathematiciams call 


an Tnfinitefimal, only, in an eternal Duration, and 


be really of u Account. This levels the Dealings 
of Providence with the greateſt Monarch, and the 


meaneſt Sb fect, by your Grace's leave, with a 
Metropolitan, Primate of all England, and a 


— — hire Crate 


My Logp, 5 N 
In ſtating this fo clearly J ſhould be apt to 


think were I writing © any Ozher, in your Grace's 
high Sration, that l was but ill making my Court 
do Him in us degrading it. But I am in no pain 

5 when 


xii DEDICATION, 
while in doing ſo I exalt the Intereſts and re- 
nity. 

I have the Honour to be, with the profoundeſ? 


Submiſſion and greateſt Sincerity, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


Your GRACHE:s: 


Moſt dutiful Son, 
and moſt humble and moſt 
obedient Servant, 


ROBERT WHEATLEY. 


when addreſſing your Grace of any ſuch Conſlrufion, 


commend the Conſideration of our common Eter- 


E x. 
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PREFACE. 


T 1s confeſſed to be a little © Out of Rule” t © publl iſh a 
Sermon preach'd at a Viſitation, neither upon Reque/? nor 
Command. But a Diſcourſe je may be of e to more than 
thoſe who heard it, though, in itſelf, not worthy of Either. 
I ſhould not myſelf be readily willing to take upon me the 
lmperfections of Another's Performance. None are without 
them; in the following there are many. But many as they 
are, 1 am of Opinion the reading it may do ſome Good to 
thoſe who believe their Religion, and be attended with no 
flarm to thoſe who do ct. Though indeed, he that thinks 
he dies like his Beaſt, never este to be heard of, has nothing to 
do with it. But this cannot be the Caſe with a Chriſtian, and 
it is to Him, only, the Sermon is addreſs d. To plcaſe uni- 
verſally 1 is beyond any Man's Pawns To be well-mtentioned to 
edify is in every one's. It is on this Principle that I have 
ventured to give this Diſcourſe 7rom myſelf to the World. 
However, not altogether, wi. -hout Sollicitation. It was firſt 
preach'd in my Place at Ter, with what I may term a . 
tural Introduttion.---As I was appointed the Preacher at the 
Fiftation, in my private Thoughts what Subject I ſhould 
chuſe for the Occaſion, I prefer red the following. Looking 
on the Afembly that I was to pear in as an Efitome of the 


Chriſtian Church, J knew nothing more Wit able. And ac- 


cordingly changed its Introduction 00 what it now is. Think 
ing 


xiv PREF AGE. 


ing the pre eſerving the Theo: * of a Viſitation might ſome Tj me 
or other be of ſome Service. We live in an Age of Sociclics. = 
I hope the Time will come when will be ſeen a Chr//:oy 


one, 88 E. nthuſroſm and Nenfenf: 61 ON the C77C Hand, and 


the extr ” „ Tencrance and vileſt Wickednefs, joined with it, 
on the er. 

As to the Safe itſelf. Every one has his Taſte, Ns 
one his favourite Tz of Mind. Vine! is, and ever was ſince 
I began to think for myſelf, as I am a conſcious human 
Being, to be fe zed at my Exiſtence, at my being raiſed 
into Being, in the midſt of an 77 finite Space, and of an eternal 
Duration; and this for an uncertain Space of Time. A State 
of Being. / Circ cumſtanced is not of any great Moment in itſelf. 
For what is /e only cannot juſtly be fo. Much leſs in 
our ſhort Allotment. But to a ante” this Temporary State 


is a Prelude to an eternal one. --- What an impending 
Futurity! How Great that Being that is entitled to it 


How Little if he never thinks of it! ---Who in his Senſes 
would not adorn the tattered Rags of Time with the Em- 


broidery of it! I have glanced at this on another Occaſion 


I here exemplify it more fully.-----I hope to my Readers 


Satisfaction and Concurrence with me therein. 


N. r. 


1 


|| || 
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Deuter. xxxli. 29. 


Oh that they were V iſe, that they underſtood this, 


« That they would conſider their LatTTER END,” 


 HESE. Words, in their general Meaning, are of that 
Importance to a rational Being, and that Meaning is ſo 
plain and obvious, as to make it impoſſible they ſhould 

not excite a ſerious Recollection in the Mind of ever 
one that reads them, or hears them repeated. Nor do I know 
any Paſſage in the whole Bible, more ſuitable to the preſent (in itſelf, 
and as it ought to be underſtood) very great Occaſion, An Occafion 


2 in its Riſe and Origin, of the higheſt Conſequence to the Well-being; 


of the Church of Chriſt in this Kingdom; though now, alas! (as is 
the Courſe of Things in this World long uſed and continued in) la- 
bouring under the Emptineſs of Form rather than the Weight of its 
original Uſefulneſs Nor can J conceive any thing can be more the 
Duty of the appointed Preacher than to preſs the Contents of them to 
his combined Audience. „ | TT 

For which Reaſon, and to give the greater Force to what I have in 
my Thoughts to lay before you from them, in conſequence of the 
Duty enjoined me, and thereby as far as in me lieth to render more 


| efficacious his Lordſhip's, our Right Reverend Dioceſan's, more 
| P<culiar and moſt worthy Endeavours to make our public Attendance | 


.'B on 
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on him, here, turn to greater Account —— May I be permitted (and 
may I have your favourable Attention while I do ſo) to lay before, 
and remind you ſomewhat of, * The Nature and End of this preſent 
Solemnity.“ 


So many "of the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſbed Chur ch, with the Re- 
preſentatives of their ſeveral Congregations, as can be conveniently 
called together within the Limits of one Diſtrict, are here aſſembled 
under the invifible Eye of Jeſus Chriſt, our common Lord and Maſter, 
and in the immediate Preſence of his viſible Delegate, to give reſpec- 
tively an Account of our Stewardſhips. 

It is a prevailing Error, my Brethren of the 3 to conſider a 
Liſitation only or chiefly concerning the Clergy. Whereas you are in 
Truth vi/zed as well ——I may ſay more (as you infinitely exceed us 
in Number) than we; though in ſome Senſe on a different Account. 
We of the Clergy are viſited chiefly by way of Enquiry © How we 
s diſcharge our paſtoral Duty towards you, as Miniſters of Chriſt's 


Holy Religion, and as the Dioceſan's Delegates in the Church of 


England? For it was never imagined in the firſt Inſtitution of 
the Church's ſacred Oeconomy, that 7. hoſe who with ſo great Delibera- 
tion, and in ſo ſolemn a Manner, as accompanies the repeated Ordina- 
tion of every one of our ſacred Body, ſhould be ourſelves notoriouſly 
defective in the Practice of thoſe Holy Rules of Life, which we had ſo 
iolemnly taken upon us to recommend by Example as well as Precep! 
to others. 
preſly, and for no other Purpoſe but how you obſerve them” 
A Method 1s laid down by our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution for bn Bi- 
ſhop of your Dioceſe to be informed of every one of your Lives and 
Converſations.— Whether they are, or are not, what they ap 
be, ſuitable to the holy Religion you have taken the Profeſſion, and 
bear the Name of —— Whether ſuch or no as becometh the Geſpel ©) 
Chriſt ? And were not a Matter of the moſt ſacred Appointment by 


length of Time, and Corruption of the World defeated of its original 
Intent——T is on the reſpective Returns of Enquiry into them, would 


appear to the proper Chriſtian Officer to take cognizance of. 

The Buſineſs of Confirmation that uſually attends a Viſitation 1s no 
Part of it. And is only made at any Time to accompany it for 
the greater Eaſe of both the Biſhop and his Dioceſe, and to give 4 
greater Solemnity to the One, by the Preſence of the Other. 

Confirmation is a Means, and a very proper one, of raiſing a Cor 

Church, 


——— 


But you, my Brethren of the Laity, are — ex- 
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Church, but the Viſitation is to enquire whether it be actually raiſed ? 


Whether a Community of Chriſtians be Chriſtians in Deed or in Name 


This was the original Purpoſe of Epiſcopal and ſubordinate Arche— 
diaconal Viſitation. For the Archdeacon being the Repreſentative 
of the Biſhop, as the Biſhop is of Chrift, his Viſitation ſhould be a 
Solemnity little inferior to that of the Biſhop itſelf. 

The Church of England (an Eccleſiaſtical Government, unqueſti- 
onably in its original Inſtitution of the wiſeſt Contrivance,) has the 
Misfortune to ſuffer more by its Friends than by its Foes. Whilll 
Cuſtom and Negligence have ſuffered ſome of its greateſt Excellen- 
cies, and moſt worthy Inſtitutions, to be practiſed in an overly Man- 
ner, inſtead of the ſerious Solemnity and Exactneſs they ought on all 
Sides to be attended with W hat could rejoice the Angels in Hea- 
ven more than to ſee ſuch a religious Conſtitution of a Chriſtian King- 
dom, where the Inhabitants of it ſhould be twice in a Year gone 
over by a Biſhop's ſacred Delegate, to enquire into the Care and Dili- 
gence of their reſpective Subſtitutes, and into the Lives and Manners 


of thoſe committed to their Care, and every third Year an Examinat?- 


on taken in the ſame Manner, and for the ſame End by the Biſhop 


himſelf? Surely theſe Heavenly Beings would ſay to themſelves 


There are Saints on Earth as well as Angels in Heaven,“ And 
every true Chriſtian is a Saint 4 Name not peculiar to a Peter, or 
a Paul, or any other of our Saviour's Apoſtles, or their more iminedi- 
ate Succeſſors in the firſt Ages of the Church, but of every one wha 


profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian, and who lived accordingly. The Word 


Saint in its original and true Meaning being only another Word for 
holy —— The proper Character of a Chriſtian. Nor was it ever de- 
ligned by the divine Founder of our Religion, that it ſhould be ſeparated 
from it. However fatally and unfortunately it has been fo in ſucceed- 
ing Ages. And too melancholy is ſeen to be lo, in our own. 

And now what was all this divine Appointment, (as I may truly 
term it, though made by Max) in our Church for?: We read 
not of it in the ſacred Records of our Religion, in particular, only in 
general, That the Apoſtles went about viſiting and confirming, 
the Churches”. The Thing in itſelf is undoubtedly of the Effence 
of the Chriſtian Church. The Form, as to Time and Place and. 


Manner, of Man's framing. And how wile a Frame it is to anſwer 


the End of the very Being of a Chriſtian Community muſt be viſible 
to every one that hears me, as I mention it, or reflects upon it. 


-B 2 All 
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All we who are, here, met together in the Preſence of our Spiri 
tual Governor, both Clergy and Laity, and all that we have /eft a; 
home behind us in our reſpective Pariſhes, that ſhall not be preſented 
for ſome ſort of Miſdemeanor inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Name 
and Character, are SUPPOSED (as far as the human Eye can diſcern, 
or Charity dictate,) to be Chriſtians indeed. The State of our re— 
ſpective Churches in the Buildings and Furniture, the Condition of 
our Dwellings and Incomes are ſub/idiary Articles only to the main 
Enquiry of the Chriſtian Converſation, fo incumbent on all of us, and 
_ otherwiſe of no Importance but as the Support of each of theſe for 
the Honour of Almighty God conduces thereto. 

Thoſe that are Delinquents are preſented for their Admonition and 
Correftion. And if that will not reform them, for their Rejection 


and Diſmiſſion out of the Chriſtian Church, till due Repentance and 
Reformation give them a Title to a Readmiſſion into it. 


The Chr: iftian Church in general, and that of the Church of England 
in particular, is a Society profeſſing the Doctrine, and acknowledging 


Subjection to the Law of Chriſt, in conſequence of our having choſen 


Him for our Maſter, under God, and Ruler of our Lives and Actions. 


In hopes of reverſing the ſad Sentence, incident to human Nature, of 
Death, and of attaining a Reſurrection from the Dead, and ETER“ 
NAIL. LIFE, through the Promiſes of God by Him, and on the Cond:- 
tions God through Him has offered it. 

The Performance of theſe Conditions, we, as Chriſtians, have all of 
us, firſt taken upon us by our Proxys at Baptiſm, have been inſtruc- 
ted in as ſoon as we came to Years of Diſcretion, and have at Con- 
firmation (where Confirmation has been had and is known what it is) 
ſolemnly and knowingly taken the Profeſſion of on ourſelves. (And 
for which reaſon Confirmation ought never to be deſired, till the Party 
be ſo far a grown Chriſtian as to underſtand what the Obligations are 
it takes on itſelf, and enters into by Virtue of being ſuch—). And 


as ſoon as conveniently may be after it, are underſtood to have joined 


ourſelves publicly and profeſſedly to a Chriſtian Congregation, in 


the higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of our Holy Religion, © The com- 


** memorating the Death of our divine Maſter, in hopes of becoming 


© Partakers of the Benefits of it, by approving ourſelves his faithſul 


©* Diſciples.” 

This is the Kingdom of Gob, or the Kingdom of beer which 

Chriſt came to erect ia the Minds of Men, by dethroning the Devil 

from the Empire he but too naturally ar.d too caſily obtains wu 
laren 
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Children of Diſobedience. —-And the Promiſes of eternal Life, and 
the Threats of everlaſting Puniſhment together with the pretent Com- 
placency of Mind, and anticipated heavenly oy, a Ta uLy virtuous Life 


and Converſation never fails to bring with it, and the 7niwvard Darkneſs 


and Uneaſmeſs a vicious Courſe of Lite is always more or leſs clouded 
with — are the invariable and immutable Saxons by which he co- 
operates with the Freedom of the human Mind to bring Men into 
Subjection to it. 
— [be LORD Jesvs” (lays that great Apoſtle St. Pan!) 
« ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his mi t2hty Angels, in flaming 
© Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not G od, and chat 
bey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrijt, who ſhall be puniſhed 
« with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
« from his glorious Power (1)” and, on the contrary, he ex 
preſly aſſures us, “ That the Lord himſelf hall deſcend from Hes: u- 
« ven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, and with the 
« Trump of God, and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall "riſe firſt,” when 


- thoſe who are of the fame happy Character, and “ then alzve ſhall be 


caught up together with them in the Clouds to meet the Lord in 
the Air, and ſo ſhall ever be with the Lord (2).” - Thus that 
great Apoſtle.—— And not wholly to omit our Saviour s own He. 

preſentation of this tremendouſly noble ue of Things, and great Lat- 
ter End that belongs to our Nature —— © The Son of Man thall 
come in his Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, then ſhall 
he fit on the Throne of his Glory, and before him ſhall be ga- 
thered all Nations, and he ſhall [ſeparate them one from another, 
* on the right Hand and on the left, and ſhall fay to them on his 
right Hand, Come, Ye Bleſſed, of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the World. — After this, 
** he ſhall ſay unto them on his Jeft Hand, Depart from me, Ye 


9 5 Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his An- 


** gels —— When theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Punithment, 
but the Righteous into Life eternal (3).“ 

And now if this is to be the latter and LasT End of the Chriſtian, 
either in Name or in Reality, If one or the other of theſe tww9 
EXTREMITIES of our preſent uncertain ſhort-lived Exiſtence, by the 
very Profeſſion we hold, and under the Character of our holding 


(1) 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. 


(2) 4 Thef iv. 16. 
345 4's 40. | | ; 


(3) Mat. xxv. 31,32, 
which 
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which we all, here, Laily and Clergy alike, make our Appearance, 
and if every Step that is taken in the Exerciſe of the Dilcipline or 
Government of our Church be in order to facilitate the attaining cn 
of theſe Extremities, and of avoiding the other; nay, if every Sermon 
that is made, or Prayer offered up, be for no other End 
Can there be a Subject more ſuitable for the Occaſion of our preſer! 
Meeting than to excite ALL to a due Conſideration of it ? Can 

I go before you in expreſſing your Sentiments thereon ? Or, are you 
no: all before. me in your Ejaculations to yourſelves in the Words 
of my Text? 


Oh that we may be ſo wiſe as to underſtand this, © T7 conſider 


„ gur Latter End!“ 


And will allow me to take the Words I have read to you out of 


the Mouth of Moſes, and put them into the Mouth of Chri/t, the 
Maſter whom «e ſerve, as © inviting us all to the moſt ſerious Cos. 
&« deration of it.“ To awaken us all out of the ſpiritual Lethargy 
we may any of us be in, and to clear up thoſe Fogs and Clouds 
that by the Deluſion of the World, the Deceitfulneſs 'of Sin, and the 
Treacherouſneſs of our own Hearts, may lie between our rational Diſ- 
cernment and io GREAT an OBJtcr. And to do what in me lies to 
excite in us Al, here aſſembled, a Care and a Solicitude in our re- 
ſpective Nations and 8 worthy of ſo great, ſo important a 
Concern. 


on that Men were wile, that they underſtood this 


$6 That they would confider their Latter End!“ 
What an Exp is here, zhus underſtood, for Wiſdom to point out, 


and tor Conſideration to proſccute without Delay, and without Intcr- 
miſſion |! 


The Werds in the Manner of heir Expreſſion may be ſuppoſed ma- 
e to imply 2 Things, viz. 
© That nothing is or can be of ſuch Importance to us as the 
Conf deration of our latter End.“ 
2. © That a due Conſideration of this important Point is liable to be 
too generally negleFed.” They may be ſaid to contain both an 
Invitation and a Reproach; the one to do what they preſs us to, the 
_ 6ther reproving us for not doing it. For when we expreſs ourſelves, 
at any Time in this Manner, Oh that ſuch a Thing was donc“ 
We ao not imply meerly an Fance of Deſire to have it performer, 
ul 


2 8 


— —2 — A 3 —— — 


— 
1 
5 
cl. 
WJ 
. 
wy 
225 
1 1 
** 
F 
3 
* 
4+ 
: 2 
* # * 
7.4 
7 
1 
Py 
pa - 
s * 
W 
5 I 
a 0 
* 
. 
15 
** 


© 


Mee, 
e Or 
3 One 
Vinon 


eſent 

Can 
you 
Ords 


ſider 


Ut of 


IE 
, % 
155 
wy 
1 
* 
7 
> 
157 
* 
n 
* 
4-4 
* ” 
93 
11 
44 
"Ht 
Py 
Xe 
Fe 
a 1 
+ 


"> e 2 8 
n 


and thoſe that have done Evi! to the Reſurrection of Damnation | 
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but inſinuate at the ſame Time, a Degree of Apprehenſion that it was, 
or would be neglected. 

And this is the Uſe 1 ſhall mike of . Firſt, To ſhew that the 
due and effectual Confideration of the Cluiſtian's allen End, is greatly 
neglected, in the Age we de 

Secondly „That it is the higheſt rk in us all to have ever be- 
fore our Eyes our genuin Latter End, as the prime and Prince al Con- 
cern of our Lives. Making every other 5 tention of Mind and Oc- 


cupation of Body {ublerv! cnt to it, or to be ever within the e Limits of 
ſuch Confideration. 


Firſt, I am to ſhew, - <* That the due and effe ctual Conſideration 


« of our latter End is greatly neglected in the Age we live.“ 


That 5 Life is to be wken from us, that it is ſhort at moſt, and 
uncertain at beſt, is notorious to al! Men. That it is only intro- 
ductory to another more real, and everlaſting S, of Being, like the 
Pr eface to a Book, or the Porch to a Building , has ever beet the Q- 


pinion of the wiſeſt of Men in all Ages. — That er an End is put 
to Life, and our Bodies are mouldered into the common Duſt . 
whence they ſprung, Mortality is to be feoallowed up of Life 1 


They are to be railed again, and the whole Man A os 
and every human Inhabitant of this Globe diſpoled of to all Elernih, 
Thoſe that h. ave done Good to the Reſurrection of eternal Life 


29 


s the Faith of a Chriſtian. 


And when this is the Ca with us all without Exception, need 1. 


mention after what has been already laid, the Tyference, << How 
% much it becomes us all to have %% theſe Lues of Life ever before 
% Our Eyes?“ Or can a Man be a Friend to human Nature, or have the 


leaſt TinEture of Benevolence in him, not to lament the little Concern 


there is about them? 5 
It it were not manifeſtly contradicted by all Obſervation, one 


would think it impoſſible that is ſhould be the Caſe. — That a 


Creature endowed with Reaſon, that had theſe 7wo great {nds of Life 
laid clearly before him, and admitted the Truth of them, together with 


the holy Diſpe/itions the acquiring, or the neglecting of which, in our- 


ſelves, mult, as to our own Part, in our Salvation, determine an endleſs 


Futurity of the moſt exalted Happinels, or the profoundeſt of Miſery 


(1) 2 Cor. v. 4. {2) John v. 29. Mat. xxv. 46, Ec. &c. 
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If Experience, I ſay, did not clearly evince the contrary, one 


would think it impoſſible that ſuch a Creature could act fo incon- 


fiſtently with common Senſe and Reaſon, as not to put every Fa- 
culty and Ability he hath to the Stretch, to the ſuiting his Life to {© 
unportant an Event, that ſo certainly, & knowingly, fo undeniably, 
and fo confeſſedly lyes before him. ——Bur however ſurprizing it i. 
to think it ſhould be the Cafe, it is plain in Fact, and I appeal to every 
one's Obſervation that hears me for the Truth of i it, That the generality 


of the World, of the (fo called) Chriſtian World, within the Reach of 


their reſpective Knowledge, think of nothing leſs than their true latter 


End, as I have from the Authority, and in the Words of the holy 
Scriptures itſelf, ſet it forth. — Or, if they appear to have it at all in 


their Minds, there is nothing in which they are ſo ready to delude 
themſelves, as in the ondy proper Method how to ſecure to them- 
ſelves a Happy one. 

And that this is no Obloguy, or cenſorious Calumny « on the Age doe 


live in, I ſhall make appear by 


Firſt, Conſidering a little what Men generally diſccurſe of. 
Secondly, by taking a ſhort Survey of the general Tenor of their 


Actions, and conſider what they do allow themſelves in the Practice 


ot, inconſiſtent with ſo aweful an Event. 

Thirdly, by taking a ſhort Notice of their Omiſſions, what they 
do uot do as inconſiſtent! with the great View of Immortality before 
them. 

A very ſhort Word on each of theſe three Paints will clear up the 
Matter beyond all Exception. And 

Firſt, it appears, that the generality of Mankind little think on 

their latter End from the general Tenor of what they entertain one 
another with in their Diſcourſe, or, from the Uſe of that peculiar Gif! 
of God to human Mature, of Speech and Converſe. 


Nothing 1s truer than that out of the Abundance of the Heart the 
Mouth ſpeaketh. And who is there that we ever hear, or in what 


Company, or at what Time is it, that Men, when they are together, 


/peak one to another of their * common eternal Concern,” “ Their 


great latter or laſt End ?** Of their middle Ends, of the Things 
relating to this Life, What are the Doings, or News of this tranſi- 


< tory Scene of Action, Who miſſes, who attains the paultry ſhort- 


© lived Diſtindtions of it ?*? —— How Times are, How Things 
fell, how the Markets go, Scandal and Detraction, Ribaldry and 


00 Nonſenſe, i is often the i of Converſation , at home and abroad, 


&% 5.1 


— . 
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« jn ſmaller and in larger Companies, and more or leſs, made the 
Entertainment of all Ages, Sexes and Degrees among us” But 
when is it, or among whom, ©* The Jſſues of Life, our great latter 
« End”, comes into our Thoughts, to be the Subject of our mutual 
Intercourſe ?——To comfort and cheriſh one another in our way 
through this troubleſome Vale to that heavenly Jeruſalem that lyes 
before us, at the End of it, or to deter one another trom deviating 


from the right Path to it To awe one another by the Terrors of 
the Lord, from the Path that leads to Deſtruction, and by putting 


one another in Mind of the Glory that ſhall he revealed, to let one 


nother on, in the Road of being Partakers of it. 5 | 

But would this S:/exce as to this moſt important of all Points be 
ſm, had we our everlaſting Concerns ever ſo little at heart, or carried 
about us the leaſt Senſe of the Dignity of our Nature that entitles us 
to them? | OY | To 

Are we fo /ilent in other Caſes ——T won't ſay in [ke Cafes —— For 
there is none like unto it —— But in other Cates of common temporal 
Concern ? 5 | 1 555 : 7 | 

If Men live by the Sea-ſide, or by the Banks of a River, overflowing 
its Borders, or, are in any common Danger of having their Houſes 


i ſet on fire — How do they unite all their Wiſdom together to keep 
themſelves from being overflown by the one, or devoured by the 


other? If any Infection any where prevails that threatens De- 
ſtruction but to their Cattle, what Caution, what Precaution do they 


not join in to prevent the ſpreading the Infection to themſelves — ? 


And yet the common Danger of the Loſs of their eternal Poſſeſſions, 
of their being Angels, or Devils to ali Eternity — When is the Time 
that Men are diſpoſed to make a common Concern of that? — Or is 
it not a Part of a Chriſtian's Buſineſs to make any Concern of it at all? 


But if it ſhould be a Pain to diſcourſe together, on the dart 


Side of the Queſtion on the Loſs of an happy Immortality. — 

Why ſhould it not be a Pleaſure of the higheſt Nature, occaſionally, 
to bring into one another's View, and to take a common Survey of the 
Bright-ſide of our everlaſting Nature? To comfort one another with 


char Glimpſe of Heaven and eternal Glory that is held out to us, as 


* 


How 1s it that we 


Chriſtians, in the Books of our holy Religion ? 


can be fo ready to ſpeak of what we expect, at any Time, may 


happen to us that is pleaſing in an uncertain temporary to merrow and 
be ſo filent on what may befall us on an eternal certain one? 
How can we forbear to comfort one another's Hearts, and making it 

C the 


is to be an eternal o one ? ren ſpeaking, to ſuch a Being no State 
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the principal Entertainment, when we are together, (ſurrounded as we 


are here with Croſſes and Diſappointments of all forts, which no Age 

or Condition of Man can tree us from) to put one another in mind 

of that which hangs over every one of our Heads, of a Reſurrection 

from the Dead, and a Life everlaſting” (if we ourſelves / 
ut it not from us) * with God in Glory?“ ; 

If all the Glory that hangs over the /zcere Chriſtian were only as 
the tranſitory Gleams of Light that we fee ſometimes ſhine through 
a couple of Clouds, well might hittle Notice be taken of it, in 
Public or in Private——— — But when it is interwoven in our 
very Chriſtian Nature, and is the Subject of our Creeds and our 
daily Confeſſions, at our folemn Times of Worſhip How. 


can we bear the Name of Chriftions, Expectants of ſuch great 


Reverſions, without bearing them conſtantly in mind, and how 
can we be ſuppoſed to do that without occaſionally and even frequently 
rejoicing with one another at the Joy that is ſet before us from them ? 
The Heart that is full of Joy is naturally exulting. To 
ſuppreſs the Expreſſion of its expected Good is an Interruption of its 
Happineſs—In ſhort, out of the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth will 


be ſpeaking, and as the great Futurity that is grafted on our temporal 


Nature has very little Share of our mutual occaſional Entertainment, it 
may very well be ſuppoſed, has very Iitile Share of that Abundance. 


little need be ſaid of them, to ſet forth the intermediate, low, 
confined, trifling, impious Ends that (fo called) Chriſtians take up 
with, without looking any further, or having the leaſt in View their 
great latter End. 

That an inordinate Purſuit and Defire after the hungry Gratifications 


/of this World, the fleeting Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of it, 


has ſo notoriouſly engroſſed the ſeveral Generations and Degrees of 


Men, and none ſurely more than the preſent, can only be owing to 
an Inſenſibility of the great Entail of a happy Immortality, would 


they ſhew themſelves but worthy of it. 

Temporal Concerns, it muſt be confeſſed, are the proper Buſineſs of 
a temporal Creature, and indeed the only proper Buſineſs of thoſe 
that are really ſuch. But how can that Being be a temporal Creature, 
or paſs with any Propriety under that Denomination, who by the 
Laws of his Nature, 1n the original Frame and Conſtitution of him, 


can 


If from the Uſe Chriſtian Men make of Diſcourſe, we paſs 
on to obſerve their outward Actions, Thele are ſo very flagrant, that 
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can be temporary; Death, which is ſuppoſed to make it ſo, being 
only a Removal from this, and an immediate Paſſage into ſome new 
Scene of Exiſtence ———Or, at worſt, but a temporary Inter- 
ruption, in no ſenſe an Extinction of it. 2 

Indeed, for thoſe among us who, as wiſer than their Neighbours, 
renounce all Pretenſions to Immortality, and value themſelves for their 
high Diſcernment and ſuperior Acquiſitions in the Knowledge of 
their true Nature, above the vulgar Race of other Men, in pro- 
portion as they deſtroy their Expectations to any thing beyond the 
tranſitory Scene they are in poſſeſſion of———Theſe, indeed, could 
they do that in reality, for themſelves, which ſome of them, with 
a diſtinguiſhed Poverty of Mind, are ſtupid enough to /hink they 
have done, could they uneternize themſelves they would not be 


within the Reach of my Argument, ——But then alſo they would beg 


far beneath my Notice. An intellectual Creature that haz ever heard 
of Immortality, as belonging to his Nature, and renounces the 
ExpeFation and Offer of it, muſt be the moſt contemptible and 
loathſome Being in the great Creation of God. x 

It is to the ſhort-ſighted unthinkting Chriſtian, and to him only, 
that I would level my Argument, 
<« topaſs, that he, who by his Principles is or ought to be aſſured of 


« his Pretenſions to Eternity, no leſs than of thoſe he poſſeſſes in 


« Time, can forego the Thoughts of the Honour and Diſtinction 
« that accrues to him from it ??? Or loſe, for a Moment, the 


Enjoyment of that Contentedneſs of Mind, that Equanimity, that 


Magnanimity it ſhould naturally inſpire, to think himſelf entitled 
to an immortal State of Being, and any ways rationally entertaining, 
the humble Hopes of its being a happy one —— ? That he has it in 


his Nature, in ſome future Time, if he could but have it in his Will, 
(if I may be allowed the Uſe of the Expreſſion in this Place) To 


e tread on Stars, and talk with Gods” —and that to all Eternity.— 

Had ſome poor Poſſeſſor of an Eſtate at Will, the Title to a 
Reverſion, in a few Years, of a conſiderable Eſtate of Inheritance, 
though himſelf, perhaps, might have the Enjoyment of it, but a 
very little while, how would it rejoice him to think how every Year's 
End brought him, or his, nearer and nearer to the Poſſ-ſſion of it? 
And if his taking poſſeſſion of ſuch Inheritance, at the Expira- 


tion of the Time, depended on any Condition — and a Day was 


appointed in the Week for his conſidering more particularly “ how 


to conform to it Can it be imagined he would ſuffer it to 


C2 paſs 


To aſk him, How it comes 
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12 The IMMOR TAL MOR TAL. 
paſs without making due Uſe of it for that Purpoſe? Or if he 


was fo fooliſh as to neglect it, would he not be ſeverely cenſured for 
his Folly ? — And yet how ſelf-condemned art thou, O Chriſtian, 


who makeſt this right Judgment in another's Caſe, in a Cal: 


ſo infinitely inferior, and acteſt ſo contradictorily to it where it is 
tby awn, and that in the higheſt and moſt unexampled Degree? 

If Men had Heaven and Eternity before them, would it not be 
Matter of Joy to them, as Heaven s-day in the Week came round, and 
would they rejoice at its coming round, and not take care to be 
heavenly-minded in it? This Day to a Heathen was the Sun's- 
Day, to a Jew the Sabbath Day, but to a Chriſtian it is, it ſhould 
be, the Lorp's-Day, and no other. And why ſo ? But becauſe the 


Chriſtian's Lord and Maſter aroſe from the Dead on that Day to 


Glory, and was therein the Forerunner and Earneſt of all his Gat. 
ful Diſciples doing ſo ? 

Our Pretenſions to a Hleſſed Reſurreftion ms an immortal Lie 
thereon, is the very Point that makes us Chriſtians — The very 


Eſence of our holy Religion, as founded on the Death and Re- 


ſurrection of our Heap, and CRHIEx. Whoſe great and vn; 


Errand on Earth was to ſecure the Poſſeſſion and confirm the Expecta- 


tion of it, for us, beyond all Peradventure — To diſpel the Mor:- 


ing Twilight Knowledge of a future everlaſting State tor Man, by Na- 
ture, with the glorious Light of s Riſing Sun. 


And what can there be ſo captivating, ſo enchanting as the Thought 
of it That at the ſame time we ſee we are poſſeſſed of a ſhort, tran- 
Gent, frail, ſickly miſerable State of Being, we ſhall, by the cpr 
Declaration of Him who has both the 3 and Will to bring it 
Exchange it, in his Time, for an everlaſting happy One! 
That it is (as I have already ſaid) the eſtabliſhed Order of the 


Gop of Nature, with "ARES. to the worthy Part of human Kind, 


that it ſhall be ſo 

This the Chriſtian's Lory*:-Day ſhould never "XY to put him 
And if it does not ſo, Is there not a great 
Miſuſe of it ?!!—— Do we not infinitely fall ſhort of acting con- 


ſiſtently with our ſuppoſed Belief in paſſing it idly, or offenſively, or 
ſuffering it to Hang on our Hands, when Eternity in all its Glory 
lies before us on it? And is purpoſely made a Day of Leiſure to us 
from our worldly Concerns, that we might comfort our Hearts by 


making our r Thoughts awell on our clernal ones. 


But 
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Lord's Day? And is it the ordinary Uſe made of it ?— 
Or, is it not rather become, where the Practice of “ ſo doing” is 


chem, could they but ſpeak ?——But oh what would the Zord's-day 
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But not only paſſing it in a ſauntring Idleneſ, or in unneceſſary 
Bufineſs of this World, is a high Miſuſe of it, but frequenting the 
public Worſhip of Gop. on it is very little better, when it is not 
accompanied with a right Senſe what we have to do when we are 
there Namely, © That we publicly preſent ourſelves imme- 
« diately before the Majeſty of the Univerſe, to pay our public 
« Homage to him, to return him Thanks in the moſt ſolemn 
« Manner, for the weekly Mercics we receive from his Bounty, as 


« they ariſe, humbly imploring the Continuance of them, to ſet 


« forth his moſt worthy Praiſe, to humble ourſelves before him for 
« our daily Inadvertencies and Tranſgreſſions, and to accompany 
e {uch Humiliation with holy Reſolutions to be more advertent for 
the future, influenced thereto by the Explanation and Enforce- 
ment of the holy Law of the Chriftian there given''———In fine, 
for Chriſtians to frame their Souls more and more for the proper 
Happinefs of their holy Profeſſion, and to the Practice of the Laws 
of that Communt!y they are bred up to be the eternal Fellow-Citizens of.— 

Should not this be the U/e Creatures related to Immortality ought 
to make of their “coming to Church”, and celebrating their 


till kept up to attend the public Aſſemblies of Worſhip, for the 
molt part, a Matter of meer Form, Cuſtom, and outward Decency 2 
Often without indulging the leaſt preparatory Thought © wilo the 


GREAT PRESENCE is we are wore exprefly going to wait on, 


« wHAT the grand Erraud we have with him, and what we ought to 
<« do before-hand juſtly to entertain any reaſonable Expectation of 
© ſucceeding in it.“ ; | . - 
But how eaſy is it for many not to ** come at all? How 


readily and how frequently are #nneceſſary Avocations taken up with by 


others, to divert and hinder them from atteading the public Worſhip of 
their CREATOR As if it were neither Privilege nor Honour to be in 
the Rank of Beings endowed with Capacities of knowing and worſhipping 
Hin, who gave them Being? Or, no /luſtration of this glorious 


Privilege publicly to unite with others in the Exerciſe of it? 


How would the poor Beaſts to whoſe hard Lot it falls to ſerve the 
Purpoſes to hale and to carry ſuch Incumorances on the Earth, 
as theſe rationally irrational Creatures riſe up in Judgment againſt 
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be to us all if rightly made uſe of! What an Emblem was it 
deſigned for, er- a Foretaſte might it not be, of Heaven itſelf? 

Let us be, if you pleaſe, Temporaliſts, the fix ſucceeding Days of 
the Week, unhappily immerſed in the neceſſary Duties of this Life, 
but let us take the Yoke off of our Shoulders, and become Eternaliſts, 
as it comes round, the Firſt. | 

If we think ourſelves deſigned for Vumortality, let us do Honour to 
ſo exalted a Nature, by living 4 it, and let us huſband zbot Day in 
feven, for that Purpoſe, which ſo immediately belongs to the eternal 
Reverſion of our Nature. And never ſee the Light of that Day's Sun, 
which by the Chriſtian Church is kept ſacred, in Honour of its Head 
and Maſter*s Reſurrection from the Giave on it, to take Poſſeſſion of 
the Foy that was ſet before him, without conſidering it, as an Earneſt in 
God's good Time, of our 0WN, and of every faithful Chriſtian? s doing 
the ſame And endcavouring to be ſuch, accordingly. 

Indeed, it is beyond Expreſſion amazing to ſee the little Senſe 
Chriſtians have in our Time, (and which is every Day growing on to 
be leſs and leſs) of this great and glorious firſt Day 'of the Week. 
Which is deſigned us as an honourable Relaxation of our terreſtrial 
Cares, in order for us to have the Privilege of contenu our 
eternal ones. 


The Application that is now ſhionably made, either as to worldly 


Buſineſs or Pleaſure, by Great and Litile, of the Day appointed for the 


folemn Worſhip of their great CREATOR ſeems, in ſome meaſure, to 


be a voluntary putting themſelves out of his high Protection. It ſeems 


to be taking their own prefent Vell-being and the whole Succeſs of 
their worldly Affairs on themſelves, as "if their Endeavours were 
ſufficient to procure it But when Diſtreſs and Calamities come 
on, how will ſuch Men be able to look up to Heaven for Relief, while 


in their Proſperity they ſo ſet up for themſelves, and held themſelves 


as it were independent of Hiu, who gave them Underſtanding, and 
Abilities to proſecute their Affairs, and at WHOsk high Pleaſure every 
Breath of Wind blows, Drop of Rain falls, Beam of Light ſhincs, 
(all which is fo ſubſervient, in due Meaſure, to the Succeſs of 
their Labour, and to the Pleaſure and Happineſs and Comfort of their 
being, Here,) as well as He is the Fountain and F oundation of their 
_ Expectations, Hereafter. 


Thus, I think it plainly appears, from what Men do, and do not 
make the Subject of their occaſional Converſe and Diſcourſe — From 


the vaſtly ſuperior Concern they have for the Things of this franfitory 
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Life over what they have for thoſe of the other, and from the 


Iittle Regard they have to that which more immediately concerns the 
other, „It plainly appears that their great Latter End has very little 


Share of their Concern equal to the high Importance of it.” 


And this was the % Point I propoſed to ſpeak to on the Words 
of my Text, namely, to ſhew, “ that the due and effectual Conſide- 
« ration of our latter End, is greatly neglected in the Age we live.” 

And I leave every one that has heard (or read me ), to er to 
himſelf for the Truth of my Obſervation. 


I ſhould now proceed to ſhew in the ſecond Place “ that it is the 
« higheſt Wiſdom in us all to have ever before our Eyes, OUR 
60 GrEaT LATTER Exp, or the Immortal Part of our Nature, as 
e the prime and principal Concern of our Lives, m making every other 
Intention of our Minds and Occupation of our Bodies ſub ſervient 
{© thereto” But J hope what I have laid will ſuperſede all Occaſion of 
entring into it. 

As for You, my Reverend Brethren”, 


your T bought, ſo far 


as you have favoured me with your Avention, mult I am ſure have 


gone along with me in what 1 have delivered, ſo as to make it 
erfectly needleſs to add any Thing, to you, and for your Sakes, on 
{ſo clear a Point. And a ſhort Word ſhall finiſh what I have farther 
to ſay to my Brethren of the Laity. 
And as for you, My Friends and Neighbours,” 

© Know yourſelves to be Chriftians-—— Acquaint yourſelves, 
« without Delay, what it is to be ſo——Thar, as ſuch, after this 
“ ſhort, miſerable, uncertain State of Being is at an End, there 
remains for you a glorious Reverſion of an everlaſting Exiſtence.” 
And this on the Word of the Gzrar AurHoR of your Religion, 
confirmed beyond ail Exception by the unqueſtionable Teſtimony of 
his own Neſurrection and Aſcenſion into Glory. 

Acquaint yourſelves with HI, who is your Head and Chief, 
under 1115, and your heavenly Father, and as he endured the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the Shame, with Reſignation to his fatherly Appointment, 
tor the Glory that was ſet before him, ſo, do you ſubmit your Wills 
to his divine Commands and Providence, in doing, and in ſuffering 


What he ſhall require of you, and you ſhall in God's good Time be 


Fellow-partakers of his Joy — You are Sinners, I hear you fay 


but © The Acceptance of Repentance in lieu of perfect Obedience is 
See that this be h mncere, and 
you 


the great Tidings of the Goſpel,” 
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you are in poſſeſſion of its Promiſes. There is that Honour done to 
the Underſtanding of Man by Chriſt himſelf, as to aſſure us there is 
J in Heaven when a Sinner repenteth, and turneth from his evil Ways 
10 the Lord. 
In a Word, do you but carefully ſee to the performance of 
your Part in the common Salvation, aſſigned to, and expected from 
vou, by a careful Uſe of the appointed Means, Conſideration, 
Watchfulneſs, and Prayer, and you will unqueſtionably partake of 


the Benefits of your bleſſed Saviour's Intervention, although you may 
with the Angels be defirous of looking into it, and fail with chem of 


tully comprehending, it. 
In ſhort, confine not your Thoughts any longer to the Intereſts, 


Pleaſures and Amuſements of this tranſitory State of Being, you 


are at preſent in, but extend them habitually to that immortal one 
that lies ſo aſſuredly before you.—— And though the Affairs, the 
Buſineſs, and even the Amuſements of bis tranſient State muſt have 
your Concern, from the frail Circumſtances we are under in it, let that 


Concern be regulated by the Intereſts of the her. Pride your 


*« ſelves on your Title to Immortality.“ And then fee whether you 
can confine yourſelves to the low finite Purſuits of mortal Creatures. 


Shame ſhould operate on an ingenuous Mind, more than Danger itſelf 


on a mean one. But when the highelt Shame and the greateit Danger 
has place in the Neglect of it, how is it that you can ſuffer Eiern: ty 


leaving its proper Influence behind it, for a Moment ? 

Set your primary and principal Aﬀetlions, therefore, no longer on 
Earth, but where the Prize of your High Calling lieth, above, in 
Heaven. Such as the Eud is, ſuch will be the Means. — Thus your 
Converſation will be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, ——will be 
Heavenly. Will be in Heaven, here, where St. Panl's was, and 
of which holy and happy Community he profeſſed himſelf a Citizen, 
whilſt on Earth. His Immortality was begun, Here, and why 
ſhould not Ours be ſo too? The Community, the 7o)irevun, the 
Country, the Order of Beings he thought he belonged to, though on 
Earth, was elſewhere, in Heaven, becauſe it was from thence he 
looked for the coming of a Saviour, who ſhould chahge his wile Body, 
that it might be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, according to the 
Working whereby be is able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf. 

And now, what but our wilful Careleſneſs and Negligence in 
conſt idering what is, whether we will or no, ſo certainly before us, our 
go 


Your great Tatter End to go out of your T houghts, without 
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The IMMORTAL MOR TAL. 17 
* great Latter End, and want of giving it its due Emphaſis on our 
Minds, in having it conſtantly before our Eyes, and uppermoſt in 
EZ our Thoughts, ſhould hinder Us with the ſame holy Confidence and 
ſoy, as the Apoſtle had on the Occaſion, from carrying about with 
us, reſpectively, the ſame GLoR IOS EXPECTATION |—.——— 
And here, my Reverend Brethren, I ſhould have ended, But as ! 
was writing theſe 44ſt Words, there occurred to my Reflection a 
= Paſſage of holy Writ too appoſite to confirm and grace what I have 
been very imperfectly laying before you, for me to loſe the Autho- 
rity and Ornament, Or, you and me and all here preſent, the 
Inſtruction it contains, vx. : | 
| * Thoſe that Sleep in the Duſt ſhall awake—— Some to everlaſting 
« Life, and ſome to Shame and everlaſting Contempt — And they 
c that be Wiſe, or, (as it is in the Margent) Teachers, ſhall ſhine 
das the Brightneſs of the Firmament And they that turn many 
© © to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars, for ever and for ever.“ 
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